
This annual award honors the memory of Cornell alum Maribel 
Garcia (’95) who was always a creative, inspiring, 
and energetic member of her community. Tragically, Maribel 
died in a car accident in 1997. We hope to honor her name and 
build a legacy of giving by rewarding one student each year for 
a “remarkable contribution to the spirit of humanity.” 
We believe that by contributing to the immediate community 
around us, be it Ithaca or any sized city or town, we are also 
contributing to the world at large, making the world’s 
community more unified, healthy, and happy.

If you believe you are that person, or if you want to tell us about 
someone else who is fulfilling that sense of spirit, please write 
1-2 pages describing the person and the activities and/or future 
proposals you are involved in or have put together which 
illustrate this. This award is meant as a “pat” on the back, call it 
even a “hug” from us, for honoring our friend’s name and 
carrying that spirit of community forward into the future. We 
hope you will use it any way you like, but always think of where 
it came from and what it means.

Thank you,
The Maribel Garcia Community Spirit Fund

Please complete by typing or printing in ink and attaching your 1-2 pages description. This application is due 
by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, April 20 to the Public Service Center, 200 Barnes Hall. Any questions regarding this 
award can be directed to Lisa Elliott, lje7@cornell.edu or 607-255-9382.  

The Maribel Garcia Community Spirit Fund Award will be presented at 
Cornell Public Service Center’s End of Year Event on Wednesday , April 29. 

Cornell Public Service Center
Application Form

Name (last, first, middle initial) ______________________________________________________________
College ________________________  Major _______________________ Graduation Year ______________
Local Address ___________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________________
Phone ______________________________________ Email _____________________________________________
Home Address _________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip _________________________________________________________________________________

The �rst award was given out 
in 2007, to Ding Kong ’08. Ding 
had been tutoring low-income 
kids in Ithaca and noticed the 
unhealthy sugar snacks, 
provided by the schools, 
which they were bringing to 
his sessions. Ding decided to 
set up cooking classes for the 
kids, to teach them about 
good nutrition and give them 
a sense of empowerment and 
accomplishment at the same 
time. This also gave them 
something to take home and 
teach to their families, thus 
spreading the nutrition 
education to the greater 
community.


